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Abstract
This study aimed to conduct a discourse analysis of the speeches of the presidents and
leaders of Western countries (the United States of America, France, Britain, Canada, and
Germany) to find evidence supporting the idea that there are double standards in Western
countries concerning human rights policies, showing non-adherence to international laws

and charters and bias towards the entity.

The study population consisted of all speeches by presidents and leaders of Western
countries in the period from October 7 to October 22, 2023, as it is the most controversial,
active, and position-taking period. Discourse analysis was used as a methodology and tool
to conduct the analysis, the agenda-setting theory was employed, and among the most
notable findings were:

1. The positions of the leaders of Western countries expressed absolute solidarity with
the Israeli entity and its right to defend itself in the face of Hamas attacks, and used
biased and inflammatory rhetoric full of hatred and contempt for Arabs in general
and Palestinians in particular, despite these countries’ claim that human rights form
part of their agendas. Political policy, but it publicly contradicted this and took
extremist positions in favor of the Israeli entity.

2. Western discourse indicated the necessity of responding to the deteriorating
humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip, and facilitating the arrival of humanitarian
aid, with the necessity of continuing efforts to secure the release of the hostages, but
there was no implementation on the ground to alleviate human suffering or stop the

Israeli aggression.



3. The Western discourse called for the necessity of working with international
partners to revitalize the peace process in the Middle East and reach a peaceful and
lasting solution to this conflict.

4. Presidents and leaders of Western countries used many communication strategies
in their speeches, the most prominent of which were: the solidarity strategy, the
media strategy, and the consensus-building strategy.

5. The paths of proof used by presidents and leaders of Western countries are illogical
paths of proof, including bias towards one point of view, relying on description,
relying on metaphors, concealing and falsifying facts, and placing responsibility on

the other party.

The study recommended intensifying efforts to address local and international
public opinion by disseminating human rights laws and culture and the Israeli entity’s

violations of these laws.

Keywords: Discourse Analysis, Western Leaders, Human Rights, War on Gaza.
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